Mycobacterium bovis and M. tuberculosis in Goats, Nigeria
To the Editor: Documentation of possible tuberculosis (TB) in goats in Nigeria was reported by Ojo (1) on the basis of gross lesions without culture confi rmation. Livestock owners in Nigeria normally graze cattle and goats together, and this practice poses a high risk for transmission of bovine TB among these animals (1) . This practice is especially a threat to goats in Nigeria because several reports have described bovine TB in cattle in Nigeria (2) (3) (4) (5) . However, reports of diagnosis of TB in goats in Nigeria are lacking.
Molecular epidemiologic techniques such as deletion typing and spoligotyping have been used to characterize members of the Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex (MTC) and to provide information on transmission of mycobacterial diseases between animals and humans (6) . However, because of limited resources and lack of expertise, these techniques are not commonly used in most developing nations such as Nigeria, where TB is endemic (3) .
Because slaughterhouses provide excellent opportunities for detecting diseases of economic and public health importance, we investigated the presence of mycobacteria in slaughtered goats with lesions suggestive of TB. The investigation was conducted at the Bodija Municipal Abattoir in Ibadan in southwestern Nigeria over a period of 6 months. Slaughtered goats were obtained from local herds and herds in northern Nigeria. A total of 10,389 male and female goats of 2 breeds (West African Dwarf and Red Sokoto) and 1-2 years of age were slaughtered; 1,387 were inspected for gross lesions of TB.
Of 1,387 animals screened, 62 (4.47%) had lesions suggestive of TB in the liver, lungs, and mesenteric lymph nodes. Five (0.36%) goats were confi rmed positive by culture as described (2) . Deletion typing (6) with the RD9 deletion was used to distinguish M. tuberculosis from other members of the MTC. Those isolates with a deletion in this region were further investigated with primers specifi c for RD4. This reaction distinguishes between M. bovis, M. caprae, and other members of the MTC. Spoligotyping was performed as described (7) to type an M. tuberculosis isolate from a goat after identifi cation of this bacterium by deletion typing.
We isolated 4 strains of M. bovis and 1 strain of M. tuberculosis from the goats (Table) (3, 4) . Thus, confi rmation of TB in goats supports the possibility of risk for TB transmission between humans and animals in Nigeria. This study should be interpreted in the context of its limitations. Because the sources of the animals were unknown, we could not determine whether the organisms were imported from a neighboring country (3). In addition, we lacked information on the breed and condition of the animals. However, we have identifi ed M. tuberculosis and TB in goats in Nigeria. Additional studies of other slaughterhouses in Nigeria are needed to confi rm our results.
Streptococcus suis Meningitis, Hawaii
To the Editor: Streptococcus suis is a swine pathogen and zoonotic agent responsible for septicemia and meningitis (1) . S. suis is in emergence in some Asian countries. Indeed, this pathogen has been described as the most and second-most common cause of adult meningitis in Vietnam and Thailand, respectively (2,3). Moreover, during an outbreak in People's Republic of China in 2005, 39 of 215 patients died from S. suis diseases (4). On the other hand, only 2 human S. suis cases have been reported in the United States (5, 6) . Here, we describe a fi rst case of human S. suis meningitis in Hawaii.
The patient, a 34-year-old Tongan male with no medical history who worked as a coconut tree trimmer, was singing in his church choir when he developed an acute-onset, global headache and emesis. Upon hospital admission, he described a week of 
